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NO QUARTER 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

Ezekiel 37:5, 11-12 

5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath[a] to enter you, 

and you shall live.  11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole 

house of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 

indeed cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: 

Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will 

bring you into the land of Israel. 

John 11:25-26 

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.[a] Whoever believes in me, 

though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall 

never die. Do you believe this?” 

 

 

“The hand of the Lord was upon me, and He brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord 

and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.” (Ezekiel 37:1) 

 

The vision Ezekiel is given is of a great defeat in a battlefield valley. It is a battlefield 

with no survivors, a battlefield with no burial for the slain. Such a battlefield could be 

found at the Alamo. Just prior to the Battle of the Alamo, the Texians knew that they 

were outnumbered. Reinforcements had been requested repeatedly. Some 

reinforcements had been sent but not nearly enough. The Texians watched as Santa 

Anna’s Mexican forces arrived by the hundreds. The Texians saw the raising of a blood 

red flag, which meant no quarter would be given. No prisoners would be taken. If the 

battle took place, none of the Texians would survive. So, representatives were sent to 

Santa Anna to discuss the possibility of surrender. The Texians were told that only an 

unconditional surrender would be accepted. To this, the Texians would not agree.  
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So, in the early morning hours of March 6, 1836, Santa Anna’s army launched its first 

assault on the Alamo. It would require three assaults in all, during which time the 

buglers would have played the tune, El Deguello. No quarter. And no quarter was 

given. Every last Texian soldier was slain, their bodies piled up and set afire, and the 

ashes left unburied. 

 

In Ezekiel’s vision, instead of seeing human ashes, he sees human bones. All the same, 

he is looking out upon the remains of a defeat, a mass death, like the ones Israel’s 

army had just experienced at the hands of the Babylonians. The Lord uses this vision of 

defeat and death to speak to Israel about hope. 

 

You see, there are different kinds of death, right? There’s physical death, the ripping of 

the body from the soul as happens in battle. There’s spiritual death, when a person is 

living under God’s judgment instead of living under God’s grace. There’s eternal 

death, the hell that God created for the devil and his evil angels. Well, this vision is 

about yet another kind of death. The death of hope, as when a believer sees eternal 

life as something only for the far-off future, not something one has now… because he 

has lost hope. “Son of man, these bones on this battlefield are the whole house of 

Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, our hope is lost…’”   

 

Is it the Lord’s will that the hope of His people be lost? Isn’t eternal life something that 

we are to have both in the future and right now? As Martin Luther wrote in the Small 

Catechism, daily we are to drown the Old Adam in us that a new man should daily 

arise. Arise to what? To the same old sins and hopelessness of yesterday? No. He’s 

talking about resurrection. And resurrection is to eternal life. Daily we are to put to 

death our fears and hopelessness and doubts, put to death our feelings of 

inadequacy, put to death our ill feelings towards the world. Put them to death. No 

quarter. Then, the new man may arise in us and live as one who has already crossed 

over from death to life. (John 5:24)  
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Eternal life is not a ticket for admission that you tuck away in your pocket to use 

sometime down the road. Eternal life is to be lived now. Of course, to put that ticket to 

use right now means, to live eternal life right now means, we would have to stop 

postponing Christ’s complete claim upon us. We would have to acknowledge His 

immediate claim upon all aspects of our life, no matter what would have to change in 

our thinking, speaking, or doing. We would have to unconditionally surrender to Christ. 

To live eternal life already now would mean we would have to start confessing our sins 

instead of justifying them, dying to our sins instead of despairing, gobbling up God’s 

forgiveness every day instead of dwelling on the unlovableness of others, witnessing 

instead of whining, reevaluating our thinking, our words, our actions instead of 

maintaining the status quo.  

 

Martha reveals our resistance to such total surrender to Jesus. Jesus comes to cause 

Lazarus to arise from physical death. Martha says to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, 

my brother would not have died.” Jesus says to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

Martha’s next words are polite. But they are also an effort to resist Jesus’ immediate 

and present Lordship. She says to Jesus, “I know my brother will rise again in the 

resurrection at the last day.” Jesus then corrects her. “I am the resurrection and the 

life.” Lazarus’ resurrection is today. Lazarus’ life is today. Lazarus’ eternal life is today. 

Because “whoever believes in Me shall never die,” says Jesus. Eternal life is now. It is 

both down the road after physical death, and it is now in this life to be lived under the 

Lordship of Jesus. Then, Jesus confronts her resistance, “Do you believe this?”  

Isn’t this the very question that has confronted us every Lent since we were confirmed? 

Do I really believe this? Shall I then change course and walk in newness of life, or stay 

the course, just go on as I have, and risk death? Like Martha, we have been corrected 

before and changed course, but it didn’t stick.  

 

But Martha answers, “Yes, Lord; I believe that You are the Messiah, the Son of God 

who is coming into the world.” For this very reason Jesus came to the tomb of Lazarus, 

“so that they may believe.” So that Martha and the Twelve might believe!  He came 

so that we may believe, so that we may have life already now Jesus comes to the 

tombs that hold us. He comes to our tombs of resistance and despair and habitual sins 

and inability to love the hate-ridden, the addicted, and the impoverished people 

around us.  
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Jesus comes to the tombs that hold us. He comes to the various kinds of death that 

would keep us buried.  He is no respecter of death. He pays no respect to death. He 

shows no mercy to death. He gives no quarter to death. In the face of death, Jesus 

speaks words that must sound ludicrous to death. He says, “Prophesy to these bones.” 

He says, “Lazarus, come out.”  The tombs that hold us think to themselves, “Why, there 

are no ears to hear these words. No one is listening.” But these words that the Lord 

speaks to dry bones and dead Lazarus and despairing people are the words of the 

Creator who calls the things that are not and then suddenly they are. These are the 

words of the Creator for whom lifeless clay was merely awaiting His breath of life, and 

they became living beings. Well, into those dry bones God breathed His Spirit, and to 

Lazarus’ lifeless body He spoke His creating Word, and He sends that same Spirit to 

work through that same Word that He speaks to us today, and there is life! The tombs 

that hold us cannot hold us any longer. Just as at that moment that Jesus died on the 

cross for us, the tombs broke open and the bodies of many saints who had died were 

raised to life. (Matthew 27:52)  

 

For just as the trumpet shall sound on the Last Day, signaling to death that no quarter 

shall be given it, but it shall be swallowed up even as it is forced to give up the bodies 

of the faithful to eternal life, so Jesus gives no quarter to the tombs that hold us today. 

What we cannot do, Jesus does for us. He raises us up by the power of His Word and 

Spirit to live eternal life already now. He raises us up to live in hope, to live with Jesus as 

our Lord, to love the world as God loves the world. Not loving the things of the world. 

But loving the world even as God so loved the world that He gave His only Son. By His 

creating Word and life-breathing Holy Spirit, Jesus causes us to arise to eternal life, to 

love and serve others as sisters and brothers, to walk in newness of life. 

Amen 


